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It could be the best prank in the history of Munising High 
School's unofficial Prank Day. Working for a next door 
neighbor inventor had left Jon Kish with unlimited quantities of 
lighter-than-air foam, perfect for building...say, a full-sized 
flying saucer! High school honor demanded it. Plus with the 
family stress of his mother's surgery, he needed something to 
keep his mind occupied. But little sister Cherry had her own 
schemes in play, and events more serious than high school 
pranks or Mother's cancer were about to focus the world's 
attention on 

this little northern town. 

Small Towns, Big Ideas  is a 
collection of stand alone YA titles 
where high school aged heroes of the 
here and now are confronted with 
classic science fiction themes. 
Targeted to ages 12 and up, these 
titles are receiving high ratings from 
all ages and have proved popular 
even with people who “don’t read 
that science fiction stuff”.

Henry Melton, author of 
the Darrell Award-
winning Emperor Dad, is 
frequently on the road, 
taking inspiration from 
the small towns and 
scenic vistas he finds 
everywhere.  Having 
written short science 

fiction for the magazines and anthologies for 
years, and making an impact with classics 
such has his gaming story Catacomb, he is 
now concentrating on YA science fiction 
novels.  
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