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Lightning brought a towering redwood crashing down 
around her, and something dripped on her skin.  After 
that, high school senior Deena Brooke struggled to 
make sense of the impossible changes to her body.  
She was grateful for the interest Luther Jennings had in 
her puzzling insights and quirky urges, until she 
discovered that he was hiding a deadly secret of his 
own. Alien nanobots had invaded her body, an unseen 
influence that was changing her into something else!  
And was Luther helping her or dragging her into some 
criminal scam of his own? 

Small Towns, Big Ideas  is a 
collection of stand alone YA titles 
where high school aged heroes of the 
here and now are confronted with 
classic science fiction themes. 
Targeted to ages 12 and up, these 
titles are receiving high ratings from 
all ages and have proved popular 
even with people who “don’t read 
that science fiction stuff”.

Henry Melton, author of 
the Darrell Award-
winning Emperor Dad, is 
frequently on the road, 
taking inspiration from 
the small towns and 
scenic vistas he finds 
everywhere.  Having 

written short science fiction for the 
magazines and anthologies for years, and 
making an impact with classics such has his 
gaming story Catacomb, he is now 
concentrating on YA science fiction novels.  
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